
 
 
Good afternoon NHERI GSC! 
Thank you to all who attended our NHERI GSC General Meeting on March 15, 2024. In the 

meeting, Dr. William N. Ferris, executive director at Duke RESILE, discussed some of his views on 

the overlap between economic development, community needs, and engineering for resilience. 
Below you will find the minutes from the meeting: 

• Announcements: 
o Welcome to all new NHERI GSC members.  
o Congratulations to our  Executive Committee Vice-chairs. 
o NHERI Summer Institute, June 12-14: 

A great free event to learn about NHERI and meet with NHERI site representatives, 

K-12 educators, NSF CAREER Awardees, and the program director from the 

National Science Foundation (NSF). 
▪ The event is free, and registration can be done both in person and online. 

o Natural Hazard Workshop 
Five students will be selected to attend the event from NHERI GSC. To receive the 

funding, you must be a GSC member in good standing (attended at least 2 

meetings) and be selected for one of the events: Researcher’s Meeting, Poster 

Presentation, or Volunteer Workshop.  
▪  Submit a poster by March 29, 

2024: https://hazards.colorado.edu/workshop/2024/abstract/poster-

session/submission-form 
▪  Register for Natural Hazards Workshop, July 14-17,2024: Natural 

Hazards Center || Registration (colorado.edu) 
o   Research groups 

▪  Join a research group to network and collaborate with fellow students 

working on your specific area of natural 

hazards: https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_Research 
o   NHERI GSC Mini-Conference Submission 

▪  Register or join the Mini-Conference: 
https://bit.ly/2024NHERIGSCMiniConference  
▪  Listen to Keynote Speaker, Dr. Yasmin Didem Aktas. 

•       Today’s Speaker: Thank you, Dr. William N. Ferris, executive director at Duke 

RESILE, for the comprehensive and highly informative talk. A recording of this 

presentation can be found on our website in the coming days (https://www.designsafe-

ci.org/learning-center/nheri-graduate-student-council/explore/meetings/).  
•       Our next meeting will be on Friday April 19, 2024. 

Welcome to New Members: 
Jieling Jiang 
Salit Chakma 
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Christopher Sheach 
Ayele Chala 
Ayomide Kazeem 
Elanor Whitesides 
Maryam Pakdehi 
Utkuhan Genc 
Mohammad Ahmadi 
Seth Bryant 
Ahmad Reshad Faqiri 
Allison Knox 
  
Congratulations to our Executive Committee Vice-chairs: 
Richard Campos, Vice President 
Anamika Malla, Vice Secretary 
Burak Duran, Vice Treasurer 
Wesam Mohamed, VC-Membership 
Soolmaz Khoshkalam, VC-Research 
Benjamin Labar, VC-Workshop & Mentoring 
Nasimeh Rashidi, VC-Diversity,Equity and Inclusion 
Vishal Mishra, VC-Social Media & Outreach 
Shelley McMullen, VC-Networking & Community Building 

 
 Working Group Leadership and Contact 

Working Group Chair & Vice-Chair Contact 

Workshop & 

Mentoring 

Rajendra Gautam rgautam.nepal@gmail.com 

Benjamin Labar labarbenjamin@gmail.com 

Diversity, Equity, & 

Inclusion 

Harman Singh harmansingh1412@gmail.com 

Nasimeh Rashidi nasimeh.rashidi@wsu.edu  

Research 
Nurullah Bektas nurullahbektas@hotmail.com 

Soolmaz Khoskhalam skhoshkalam@umassd.edu  

Networking & 

Community 

Julie Elliott jhe@udel.edu 

Shelley McMullen shelley.mcmullen@ucdenver.edu  

Membership 
Daniel Yahya diy0001@auburn.edu 

Wesam Mohamed Wesammm2@illinois.edu  

Technology & 

Communication 

Avipriyo Chakraborty avipriyo.chakraborty@students.jsums.edu  

Vishal Mishra vmishra1@ce.iitr.ac.in  
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Research Subcommittee Representatives and Contact 

Research 

Subcommittee 
Representative Contact 

Coastal 

Engineering 
Amina Meselhe ameselhe.36@gmail.com  

Earthquake 

Engineering 
Sasan Dolati seyedsasan.khedmatgozardolati@utsa.edu  

Geotechnical 

Engineering 
Carlos Acosta cacostab@outlook.com  

Reconnaissance 
Saanchi Singh 

Kaushal 
saanchi.kaushal@psu.edu  

Simulation & 

Computational 

Methods 

Soolmaz 

Khoshkalam 
skhoshkalam@umassd.edu  

Social Science Teye Yevuyibor jyevuy1@lsu.edu  

Wind Engineering Wesam Mohamed wesammm2@illinois.edu  

  
 Attendance was taken via zoom as follows: 
Robin Nelson 
Nisha Sthapit 
Scott Northedge 
Jasmine Bekkaye 
Avipriyo Chakraborty 
Anamika Malla 
Emmaleah Jones 
Rajendra Gautam 
Soolmaz Khoshkalam 
William Ferris 
Richard Campos 
Meera Kota 
Amina Meselhe 
Mohamed Eissa 
Nasimeh Rashidi 
Robin Nelson 
Nischal Kafle 
Badmus Afeez 
Amir Hossein Moadab 
Coleman, Natalie 
Shelley McMullen 
Kayode Adeniji 
Jordan Nakayama 
Esteban Villalobos Vega 
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Nurullah Bektas 
Abdulahi Opejin 
Hannah Friedrich (she/her) 
Sohel Rana 
Maria Porada 
Juan Jimenez Pirajan 
Teye Yevuyibor 
Payam Gholamalipour 
Daniel Yahya 
Xinyue Wang 
Burak Duran 
Abdullah 
Wesam Mohamed 
Sasan Dolati 
Peter O 
Julie Elliott 
Daniel Adeleke 
Alireza Eskandarinejad 
Amber Spears 
Samira Taffazol 
Jenny Russell 
Olaniyi Diran Afolayan 

 
Warm Regards, 

 

Anamika Malla 
Ph.D. Student 
National Wind Institute  
Texas Tech University 
 


