
 

NGSC: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 

Date:  September 2, 2022  Time: 11:01 am CST       Location: ZOOM 

Item 1: President’s Welcome (Holly Davies)  

• Announcements:  

• Previous minutes approved (5 August 2022) 

• Attendance for the meeting is as follows: 

Executive Position Name Attendance Y/N 

President Holly Davies Y 

Vice President Emmaleah Jones Y 

Secretary Jordan Nakayama N 

Vice Secretary Nel Rodriguez 

Sepulveda 

N 

Treasurer Elliot Nichols Y 

Vice Treasurer Edwin Rajeev Y 

Chair Workshop & Mentoring Jasmine Bekkaye Y 

Vice-Chair Workshop & Mentoring Olaniyi Afolayan Y 

Chair Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion  Maggie Webb Y 

Vice-Chair Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Harman Singh  

Chair Research Taylor Heath Y 

Vice-Chair Research Unfilled N/A 

Chair Networking & Community Saman Khedmatgozar Y 

Vice-Chair Networking & Community Paola Rivera Gonzalez Y 

Chair Membership Faith Nnenanya N 

Vice-Chair Membership Sasan Dolati Y 

Chair Technology & Communication Niko Grisel Todorov Y 

Vice-Chair Technology & Communication Edwin Rajeev Y 

 Members who attended: Thays Guerra Araujo Duarte, Rajendra Gautam, Nurullah B. 

• Treasurer’s Report 

o A group of us have come together and identified a solicitation for proposals 

that we are excited about. You can read the solicitation here: 

https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/innovations-graduate-education-

program. It is due March 23 and if you would like to help us write the 

proposal please email Elliot Nichols and check out the Treasurer’s folder in 

Dropbox or Slack for more information.  

• NHERI Updates (Robin Nelson)    

o Please make any updates to the Natural Hazard Research Summit session 

lesson plan by today, September 2: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s4987RgfsnnhFdhAMXEih0NAXIsX

XbVpCBKa44Mm4SA/edit?usp=sharing.  

o 9/9 Post-Disaster Reconnaissance Workshop 

https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_PDRW 

o 9/23 DEI Workshop: https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_DEI  

https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/innovations-graduate-education-program
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/innovations-graduate-education-program
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s4987RgfsnnhFdhAMXEih0NAXIsXXbVpCBKa44Mm4SA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s4987RgfsnnhFdhAMXEih0NAXIsXXbVpCBKa44Mm4SA/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_PDRW
https://bit.ly/NHERIGSC_DEI


• Working Group Updates (Any or all groups)  

o Maggie (DEI)–Want to confirm the addition of the Statement of Inclusivity 

to the NHERI GSC application and registration. Will be added. 

o DEI Workshop– Plug training for DEI Workshop, 9/16 1:00-2:00 pm 

training on how to host a breakout room during the workshop. 

o Saman (Networking & Community Building)– Can we share FIU’s in-

person presentation with industry leader James Norville, 19 September, 

5:00pm EST, via Zoom link with NHERI GSC? Yes. 

o Edwin (Technology and Communication)– Can we begin promoteing 

NHERI GSC membership who are presenting at conferences on our social 

media? Yes.  

o Niko (Technology and Communication)–  SimCenter will host a Symposium 

on November 4. Please see more information on NHERI GSC social media, 

Slack, and email.  

o Jasmine (Workshop & Mentoring)– NHERI GSC will host the Post-Disaster 

Recon. Workshop on Friday, September 9th, 1:00-3:00pm CT. 

o The Workshop & Mentoring working group along with the Research 

working group are creating a DesignSafe/SimCenter second Friday of month 

workshop 11:00 am-12:00 pm CT about research tools to begin October 14. 

o Those who attend the Natural Hazards Research Summit will present the 

content from the session as a Workshop to NHERI GSC membership this 

fall. Date TBA. 

o Paola (Networking & Community building)- I am interested in putting 

together a Scientific Communication Workshop. If you are interested in 

collaborating, please contact me. Holly spoke with someone about the same 

topic. 

o Holly- Provides handwritten notes to those who speak to our group and to 

our outgoing NHERI GSC Executive Committee members. Hamed Tohidi, 

our outgoing NHERI GSC Vice-Chair of Research received such a hand-

written thank you note and Holly shared his thankful response. 

o Speakers- WE currently do not have a speaker lined up for October. We are 

hoping to get people who are interested in NHERI and who are willing to 

supporting us to build our NHERI GSC Brand.  

o Emmaleah started a link to list what NHERI GSC is doing and things we 

have accomplished.  

o Thank you for your hard work!! Don’t forget to add NHERI GSC to your 

resume. 

o Robin- Nominations for Vice-Chair of Research are open until Friday, 

September 2 at midnight. So far Rakesh Salunke, Ehsan Vafaeihossseini, 

and Masoud Nobahar have been nominated. The election ballot will be sent 

out on Wednesday, September 7th via email from Qualtrics. 

• October’s NHERI GSC Executive Meeting will be held on Friday, September 30 

since the Natural Hazards Research Summit will be on the first Friday of October. 

Meeting Close: 11:29AM . 
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